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BLASP HEMERS. 


Being a Terrible Warning Piece to 


repining Murmurers, ſet forth in a dreadful 
Example of the Almighty's Wrath, on one 
Mr. Thomas Freeburn a Farmer, near Andover 


in Wilthire, who utter'd rhoſe horrid and. 


blaſphemous Expreſſions, That God never 
did him any good in his Life, and he believed 


did not know what he did himſelf, with 


other words too monſtrous and deviliſh. ro 


be repeated: Upon which he was immedi- 


2 ſtruck Speechleſs, Motion leſs and almoſt 
Wit 


Horſes, has been able hitherto to remove him 
from the Ground. 


Alſo an Account of his wicked Life and Aion 


for, 24 Years before this juſt Judgment ſell 


upon him, with his coming to his Speech a- 


gain, in four Months and twenty Days time. 


and the terrible Sights he law in the other 


World, which he has diſcovet᷑ d to ſome thou- 
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ſands of Spectators, &c. 
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Licenſed and Entered according te Order. 


out ſiga of Lite, and fell down as in a 
dead Sleep; and no ſtrength either of Men or. 
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God's Judgement on Blaſphemers, 4 os 


His Man, Mr. Thomas Freeburn, was 4 
wealthy Farmer, near the Town of 4m- 

dover in Viliſhire; but one who never thought 
he had enough and would often wiſh for a 
Dearth and Scarcity of Grain to fall on his 
Neighbours. So that he himielf had a plen- 
teous Harveſt ; And if indeed he had a fruitful 
and profperous Seaſon, yet would he, as 
many of bis Neighbours can teſtific. repine, 
and deny God's Mercies towards him, pre- 
rending he had a bad Crop, or fome Loſs 
or Miichance or other had befallen him. It 
may be alſo noted, that he ſcarce was ever 
known'to beſtow any thing on the moſt mi- 
ſerable and pooreſt Objects, who ſued to Bim 
tor Charity ? nay would often gripe and pinch 
his Workmen and Labourers, and force them 
to take Barley, Cc. bl ts.” 

It happened, that in December laft, this im- 
pious Wretch walking in a Field with two or 
three Neighbours, they happened to diſcourſe of 
the Times and Weather, and ſueh like; one 
ſay ing, that he ſcarce ever knew ſo dry a Summer 
as that paſt, or ſo mild a Winter as the preſent; 
another anſwered, that he was in great Fear at 
the Weather continuing ſo dry; but he bleſſed 
God had a-very good Crop both of Whear and 


Barley, and excellent rain. Ay! 36 — 
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"Mr. Freeburn; God is kind enough to others bur 


never did me any good in his Life, Io be ſure 
(contirmed he) before ploughing-time, the D=l 
a drop of Rain can I tce, but the Ground is fo. 
deviliſh hard, I had as good plowm upon Marble; 
and preſently after I had ſowed, It rained fo 


: hard, that the Seed is quite waſhed out of the 


Ground, I believe he hardly knows what he does 


bi mſelf ſomerimes! Go for ſhame ! reply d one 


of the Company, how can you talk after ſuch 
2 horrid manner I am ſure you had a vety good 
crop, and if you had not, how can you expect 
God Aimighty's bleſſing, in ſpeaking ſuch hlaf- 
phemous Language. Pho! Pho! anſwer'd be, 
God has been aſlcep this half Year; fic upon it 
— the other, and turning about for this Mr. 

reebutn was the hindmoſt of the Company, he 
to his great ſur priſe ſaw him fallen on the Ground 
upon his Hands and Knees: Whereupon, with 
the reſt, ſtepping back, they found him as it were 
in a kind of drunken Sleep. They call'd him, 
jogged him, and rubb'd his Temples, in Order 
to recover him to his Senſes, but in vain, for he 
continued  fix'd in the 1ame Poſture. They 
went about him to lift him up from the Ground 
but found him immoveable and fix d that with 
all their Strength they could not move him from 
the Place, tho* they ſtrove all together ſeveral 
Times. Lord, be merciful to us ſaid one, this 
is no common Accident, but the juſt Judgement 
of God upon him for his horrid and impious 


Blaſphemies and Murmerings, let one of - - 
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god's ſake, run 


„ A” 
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to pray to God to-patdon and bring him to his 


Senſes; Or if both come it may not be amiſs. 
One of the Company, immediately ran for 
the Doctor, another for the: Miniſter, and pre- 


1cently this diſmal Story was ſpread abroad, that 
hundreds of People flock'd to the Place, and 


were fill'd with Aſtoniſhment and Dread, at 


the woful Spectacle they beheld... The Doctor 
and Par ſon ſoon alſo coming, the Doctor bleeded 


him firſt in the Arm., and then in his Neck be- 


| hind, and ſeveral held Spirits to his Noſe; all 


which had no mare Effect on him than if they 


had been apply'd to a Stone or Tree. It was 
tha adviſed to ſee to remove him from the Place, 
arfTcarry bim home, or at leaſt to ſome houſe 
near by, where they might put him to Bed; 


which they haſten'd ro prepare: But when they 


came to lift him they found their Labour as 
vain as if ſpent on plucking at a Rock. They 
got Leavers, but to no purpoſe, for he was unſe- 
parable from the Eartii. Then they bound him 
bout with ſtrong Ropes, and tho' ſeveral luſty 
Men, yea a Tcam ot ftour. Horſes hall'd at i 
hey could n more move him, thin the whole 
Voi ld, out- of the Places 1.3 
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| „run for a Doctor te bleed him, A 
Dod or ſaid another no, rather call the Miniſter 
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 ** mately arqttainted with bis Friends and Farents © 
An the whole Genealogy of this miſerable Object 
gas the following Account, cee. 
** [ S man's pious Parents died ſoon aftet each 
I other, when he was in the 14th Feat of his 
my Age, and tho he had been well educated by them 
- and brought up in Learning ; yet they leaving 
him a confiderabl$ Subſtance under the Tutorage 
of a Guardian, he forgot the Good Councel they 
bad given him, and tock up with bad Company, 
learning to curſe and ſwear; a thing he Nas a ſtran- 
ger to in his Minority, when under the Mition of 
his pions Parents; this much grieved thoſe that 
were related tol im, who at ſuch Time thought 
themſelves bound to admoniſh him and ſtsive to 
rurn him to the Ways of Virtue, but all their 
pious Laboums prov'd ineffectual; for from bad 
he went to worſe, profaining the Sabbath, and 
falling into the Company of led Women, reel 
ing home in the Evening dead drunk, ſo that with 
Tears apd Prayers to God for his Converſton, 
his Friends being tired out, gave him up to the 
Mercy and Goodneſs of a graciaus and long Suf- 
fcring God, he had not long gone on in this Courſe 
bur Conſcience being amaz'd at his horrid Im- 
pieries, broke in like an artn'd Man upoh Bim, 
ſett ing before him rhe Hetnouſtieſs of his Guilr; 
and the ſearful Vengcapee of God that rhrearned 
him. purting him imm many Hazzards and dan- 
gets of Mind, aainſt which he labgor'd aud 
traggled, but in ſicad of apphing hinfelfro god” 
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_ Miniſters, and ſober Advi of other : goa 
Chriſtians, to put thoſe melanchloy Thoughts 
out of his Mind, he went to Taverns and Ale. 
| houſes, ſeeking for lewd and debauchd Com- 
pany to divert him with laſciv ious Songs, run- 
ning apace the broad way tohell and Deſtruction, 
till at length his damnable Proceeding arriv'd ti 
ſuch a Head, that he renounced the Lord Jeſus 
who purchas'd him with his precious Blood, 
and the betrer to ſtiffen his Conſcience, took up 
an Athieſtican Opinion that all things were by 
Chance. That the Notions of a God, a future 
State, Reſurrection, Hell, Heaven, or a Devil to 
torment the wicked, were but feigned ſtories and 
Fables to fright the ignorant; but long this dam- 
nable Opinion had not poſſeſs'd him, before he 
was convinced of his Error: This Impiety in 
the higheſt Legree rouz d up an angry God a- 
gaiuſt him, to ſhew him he was but a Creatuie 
of his making, and within his Poor to puniſh 


as he pleaſed. | 
It happened that on the 20th of May laſt, be 


was frigted out of his long Slumbering with adiſ- 
mal cry of. Prepare. prepare; and thereupon look- 
ing up, he ſaw adreadful ſhape, ſo guaſtly the like 
had never heen read off; at which he ſtartled and 
cryed out in a lamentable manner, whereupon 
the Apparition vaniſhed in Flames of Fire, with 
2 horrid Noiſe, leaving him in a cold trem- 
bling Sweat: Upon which the Servant bring af⸗ 


frigkted acqainted his Friends and Neighbours- 


thercwith who came aud found him iu adread- 


* ful 


5 


n S LR ret . N — . 1 
a 1 1.4 od n r an * Gs 8 
4 4 4-2 a We LY dad be —_— 
— — 7 * . * G aA 5 2 < 
: alt Ne N 5 a, 6 r 8 * 
4 : 2 0 ed 3 Fe OY man ates _ 
2 2 b AE ad 25 2 i * 
N r xc a 
\ We ana UN -- 4a 
"ww * — er,ay 


————— A N 
of . — 0 — 
l Agony, bak In the ſame Poſture, to,whem in 
Floods of Tears he gave the following Relation 
of what he had ſcen during his long Slumber. 


* 


© © The Words are as follows, viz. 


LIN my long $lniber, dear Friends and Neighbours, 

II dreamed the Devil came to me, and bid me ariſe 

and follow him, which | thought I did with much Fear 
and Trembling, when coming a little way, there food 
a burning Chariot, towhich two ugly Bears were yoak- 
ed, with firming Eyes, breathing Fire out of their 
Noftrils, whereat | flarted back but the Devil urged © 
me forwa d aud forced me into it, when immediately 
they mounted into the Air and flew ſwiftly thro* the 

; ft arry Region, till they came into perpetual Darkneſs, 

þ and after that to a flaming Mountain into which they 

i | deſcended thro horrid Cries and flaſhes of Flames : * 

There I fancied I ſaw ſome of my drunken Companions 
that had di-d a little before with Surfits and Exceſs, 

5 romling in the Rivers af liquid Sulpher, vomiting up 
Fire. and crying out, woe 7s us; Others\who Had 
lived Laſciviouſly, and given themſelves up to Un- 

 cleaneſs, lay, in ugly Enbraces of Monffrous fiery 

Fiends, in the ſhapes of Dragons and Crocodi les. Some 

: who bad committed Rapine and Violence on Earth, 

: were chained to fiery Roofs, and made the Sport of 

: wracking Whirl-winds ; Liers, Blaſpbemers and Swea- 

vers had melted Lead poured down their Throats. and 

fo others according to their Crimes Variety of Ter- 
tures and Torments. | 

M ſooner had he uttered theſe words, but a prodigi- 
ous Cry-aroſe, which was followed by a ſudden darknefs,» 
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with frightful Claps of Thunder and Lightning; 
Sc. which {truck all the Beholders with this 
miſerable Object with Terror and Amazement, 
but eſpecially the poor Wretch himiſelf, whoſe 
Agonies ate unſpeakable : But at length he fetch · 
cd a deep Sigh, and cryed our, Lord I believe, 
Lord help my Uubelief, Lord I have been 2 grie- 
vious Sinner, yet ſer me not as a mark againſt, 
thee, leaſt I am conſumed. And herenpon he 
Jook'd up to heaven, ard burſting out into a flood 
of Tears ſaid, O wretched Man thatl am, who 
ſhall deliver me from this Body of Death; be- 
wailing and bemoaning himſelf, and continucs 
his Prayers and Ejaculations to the great God 
for his Deliverance out of his miſerable Agonies, 
and Miniſters repair both far and ncar to behold 
this miſerable Object, who yer ſticks faſt in the 
fame Poſture, he that ar firſt was faſtned in by 


the Wrath and Vengeance of 41mighty God. 
10 N 32 
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